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BID-LETTING WILL SIGNAL START OF CONSTRUCTION
OF UM PERFORMING ARTS/RADIO-TV BUILDING
MISSOULA-Construction of an $8.6 million performing arts/radio-television building
at the University of Montana could start by mid-October if the State Board
of Examiners approves bids recommended by the University and the Architecture
& Engineering Division of the State Department of Administration.
UM President Neil Bucklew said a groundbreaking

ceremony will be held

at 3:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 15, during Homecoming, pending Board-of-Examiner
approval of the bids.
Firms to be awarded contracts

are Sletten Construction Company, Great

Falls, general; Sentinel Plumbing & Heating, Missoula, mechanical; Electric
West, Livingston, electrical; and Hoffend & Sons Inc., Rochester, N.Y., theatrical.
UM Fiscal Vice President Glen Williams noted that the bids came in slightly
below the $8.6 million total construction cost.

"This means," he said, "that

we can afford to add four of 12 projects proposed to enhance the basic facility,
and we are pleased about that."
The multilevel structure containing

66,500

square feet of

space will be erected just east of the UM Law Building in the block bounded
by Eddy, Van Buren, Sixth and Maurice.

It will house facilities for academic

programs in performing and visual arts and radio-television.
(over)

bid-letting will signal--add one

These facilities include radio-television studios, an art gallery, a
500-seat proscenium theater, an experimental theater, rehearsal and performance
areas for drama and dance, scenery and costume shops, faculty offices and
classrooms.
"The building will bring together under one roof facilities now scattered
around campus," Bucklew said.

"It will provide proper studios for the journalism

school's radio-television students.

And, at last, the only professionally

accredited fine arts school in this region will have facilities to match the
excellence of its programs."
He said the building will be ready for occupancy fall quarter 1983.
The 1981 legislature appropriated $7.5 million for the $8.6 million
facility and challenged the University to raise the $1.1 million balance.
mission was accomplished in a little over a year.

This

On June 20, when the University's

most ambitious fund drive ever formally ended, $1,165,938 had been donated by
corporations, foundations, and more than 1,000 individuals.
The UM Foundation coordinated the successful fund drive, and the UM Alumni
Association led a campaign that raised $238,500 by symbolically selling the
seats in the building's main theater for $450 each.
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